
When students… Teacher prompt or redirect Critical-thinking skill
being developed

Simply say, "I disagree."
"What part of their idea do you disagree with?

What makes you think differently?"
Explaining reasoning

Make competing claims
"What evidence supports each idea?

Let's compare the evidence before deciding."
Evaluating evidence

Talk past one another "Before responding, can you explain their idea in your own words?" Listening and perspective-taking

Become focused on being right "What evidence could convince you to change your mind?" Intellectual flexibility

Reach different conclusions
from the same information

"You looked at the same information but reached different
conclusions. Why might that have happened?"

Identifying assumptions and interpretations

Cannot reach agreement
"Do we actually need to agree? What can we say we agree on, and

what question still needs investigating?"
Synthesis and generating further inquiry

for redirecting student discourse to develop higher-order thinking
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